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If the. World hate you, ye know that it 
- bated me before it hated you. 
If ye were of the World, the World would 
lope his own; but becauſe ye are not 
e the World, but I have choſen you out 

of + the World, therefore the World 
-- bateth you, © EW 


%. 


HESE Words are part of 
—— our Saviour's laſt Conyer- 
lation with his Diſciples, 
ben Judas was gone out 
do betray him, and the 
Hour drew nigh, when he 
++ 1 +. + ſhould leave the World and 
them, and return to the Father. His con- 
ſolatory Diſcourſe to them on this Occa» 
ſion takes up ſeveral Chapters. He pro- 
miſes them another Comforter (the Holy 
Spirit) to ſupply the Want of tis corporal 5 
10 9 Preſence 


. 
* 8 


Cay 


Preſence with them upon Earth. He af. 


fures them of the Love which God "aa by 
to them for his Sake; and that their Pra 
ers to God in his Name ſhall certainly 

heard. He tells them, he will prepare Man- 
ſions of Glory for them in Heaven, and in 
due time receive them thither to "himſelf, 
But withal, he gives them Notice, 
what they muſt- expect to ſuffer -fram the 
World the mean while, on account of their 
Love and faithful Adherence to him: 
That they fhall be hated, afflicted, perſe- 
cuted, and even put to Death ſor this, 
the Malice of wicked Men. That this 
Uſage they were to expect, without Sur- 
prize or Murmuring; for that He himſelf, 
their Lord and Maſter, had (as they well 


knew, and would ſhortly farther know,) 


ſuffered the like Perſecutions, for doing age 
Will of God. If the World hate T0 U, 
know that it bated ME before it 3 

F ye were of the World, * . 

his own; but becauſe Je are N the. ory 
| 2 5 OUT 0 Phe Hera, 
. +11 the World hateth vo. 

We are not to reſtrain this to the Ho- 
fler, tho” it was immediately /aid to them. 
For that it was 20 ſaid = them ſtrictiy 
as Apoſites, hut in a greater Latitude as Di- 
feiples or Chriſtians, appears in that they 


are calle by the general Name of Diſci- 
Faun ia other Parts of this Converſation of 


4 our 


* G3 5) 
|. our Saviour with them; ;- bt de th 
r (Job. xi. 5, 22. Jah. 
) and 1 9 — 8 and by 
2 the like fob. xy tle, Servants to. 
Cebit, Joh. xiii; 1 Friends of 
| Chriſt, | Joh. xv. 14. — aa are Titles 
| that belong to ones — and' ſerious 
Chriſtian. For: they the | Friends of 
Chriſt; (as Himſelf Aoclutes | in the Place laſt 
cited) who do w er he commands them; 
i. e. are ready to obey all his Commands to 
the beſt of their Power; for even the Apoſtles 
themſelves did not ſtrictly and always do all 
that he commanded them; we find many 
Marks of humane lofirmity | upon'them in the 
New. Teſtament. E Chri- 
ſtian that ſincerely obeys him; Eph, vi. 6. Row: 
vi. 16. And his Diſciples, as Chrift himſelf cells 
us, are they that love one another, (Joh. xiii. 75. 

and that bear mach Fruit, oh. XV. 8, 16.) i. e. ; 

who abound in Charity, Piety, and all other 1 

| Virtues, endeavouring to ſuit their Practice 1 
il in all things to the Doctrine of Chriſt which | 
| they profeſs to believe, and to the Laws of | 
Chriſt which their Religion binds upon them. | 
And as what our Saviour ſuggeſts in the 
Text, that they ſhould! be hated and perſe- 
cuted by wicked ' Men, for their adhering 
1 him, was true in Fact, not only of the 
Apoſtlen but of 4d his true Diſciples for 
85 firtk Three Hundred Years : So will ir 
. 25 and by, to be fil true in Fact, 
with 
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(16P |- 5 
| With Regard to the faithful Diſciples af 
Chriſt, even « this Day; tho* the Power of 
ill Men being reſtrained by humane Laws, 
their Malice cannot ſhew it ſelf in ſuch ſe. 
vere and bloody Meaſures, as under the Reiagg 
of Heatheniſm. And this continued Enmity 
to God and Goodneſs, is no more than what 
St. Paul has plainly and in general Terms | 
foretold,/for'every Age of the Church, as well , | 
as e lived in; 2 — 12. — | 
ALL that wil live godly in Chri 1s 3 
ſfuffer Perſecutian. Naw is it to 2 0 
at, if they do: For has not the Devil the 
ſame Hatred in him to God, and Goodneſs, 
and good Men, that ever he had? And are 1 
not wicked Men, (whether under the Name 
of Chriſtians,' or any other,) as much the 
Tools and Inſtruments of the Devil's Malice 
nom as ever? And is there not the ſame Op- 
poſition betwixt the Spirit of Virtue and the 
Spirit of Vice? As they that love the Lora, hate | 
Evil; (Pſal. xcvii. 10, ſo they that love 4 
Evil, will hate the, Lord and all that are faithful pl + 
to him: For there is a perſect contrariety be» 
twixt them. So that che very Nature of things; . 
(which is the ſame. now, and will-be'to'the | 
World's End, that it was 1600 Years ago,) 
Tſhews it to be an unavoidable Conſequence, 
Men may, by the Aſſiſtance of Ba 
help their being wicted: But if il 4 
wicked, and continue ſo, they cannꝗ Hοuο⁹]sn © 
and in ſome meaſure: perſecuting in, Ft : 
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I will conſider the Text therefore in its 
due Latitude; as reſpecting us, in Propor- 


tion, as well as thoſe to whom' it was di- 

realy ſpoken. And before I go any farther, 
I will ſhew you briefly Who are meant in 
it by the World; and who, by thoſe that are 


ot of the World, but choſen oz? of it, and 
therefore hated by it. 2 


(..) Who are meant by the World; or 
who they are, that are ſuppoſed in m 


Text to hate good Men. By the World 
— meant the Generality of Mankind; 
and with reference to each particular Perſon, 
the Generality of thoſe that k»ow him, and 


amongſt whom he lives, which in effect, is 


all the World to Him. Or rather, (to de- 


ſcribe” them by their Characters, tho? fill the 


ſame Majority in Numbers,) the Multitude 
of thoſe who devote themſelves to their ſe- 
cular Intereſts and ſenſual Pleaſures, with 
little or no Regard to any Life hereafter; 
whom the Apoſtle deſeribes ally 
minded, Rom. viii. 6, 7. who nal Mer the 
Fleſh, and mind the things of the Fleſh, ver. 1, 
5. Theſe are they, that are Haters and De- 
ſpiſers of thoſe that are good, as they are elſe- 
where” called, 2 Tim. iii. 3. vis. not. only 
ſuch as allow themſelves in any Courſe of 


5 are t 
y his. 


g and yet far from being tru- 
to 
Entirely. 


ſet upon Dignities and Honours: 
4 VV 


openly or ſecretly; but even ſuch 
Thoſe ambitious Spirits, that are 
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46 
Thoſe worlalyj Men, (as they are common 
and properly called,) who mind nothing oy 
the getting of Money : And thoſe gay, trifling 
Creatures too, that live without Thinking; that 
ſpend their Time in Dreſſing, Viſiting, vain 
Converſation. and Diyerſions; and tho ſor 
faſhion fake, they are willing (for. a while) 
co ſtiffen themſelves into a little Gravity, 
and go to Church, (and ſometimes a vr. 
tle Gravity ſerves them even there,) yet tHeye 
as they took up, they leave their Religion, and 
think no more of it till they come thither 
55 Thoſe noiſy Farmaliſts too, that have 
: always The, Church in their Mouths, with- 
dut any Religion in their Minds; that value 
themſelves merely upon a Name, Profeſſiom, 
or Party; and ſet up their Reſt in the Cir- 
camſtances, and outwerd Decency of divine Wor- 
ſhip, while they deſpiſe or neglect the ub: 
ſtance. Thoſe demurer People alſo not ex- i * 
cepted, that live more quietly and modeſtly | | 
in the World; but think they have Goodnets 7 
enough to ſerve their Turn, F they do no harm, 
and are ſo good natur'd, as to let every Bo- 
dy elſe about them be as vicious as they will 
without Diſturbance: Or if they go farther, 
and pretend to any Virtues, they are fuch 
Virtues only as happen to be is Reputation, 
as Honeſty, Hoſpitality, Sobriety, Friendſhip, N 
and the like; but to go out of the common Road 1 
for Goodneſs into anfaſbionable, or unpopular 
4 | n 231 YR 


2%) 


| — 1 can't endure, as dreads 


chſe. © 


ing nothing more than to be thought 
This is the Humour, this the way of the 


themſelves, in one or other of theſe Characters, 
ate in the Senſe and Meaning of my Text, 
The Merl. From hence it is * to collect, 


(4% Who they are that are vor” of the 
w_— 


World, but are ſaid to be choſen ont 5f 
and therefore hated hy it; vis. Thoſe few; 
who, by the ſpecial Grace of God, walk 0 
after the Haſb, but after the Spirit; who mind 


the Things of the Spirit, or are ſpiritually minded, 


Rom. viii. t, 5, 6. who attetid in eurneſt to 


the great Things of * the G 
God, and the —— 

Souls; who ſpeak and * of theſe Things 
as their chief End and Felicity; affecting Re- 
ligion for Religiot.'s ſake, and Virtue for mbar 
ſake of Virtue, whether in faſhioh among 
thoſe with whom they live, or not; erideas 
vouring in all things to apptove themſelves 
to Gop, whatever Men may think or — 
of them; and accordingly have Reſpect un- 
to al his Commandmetits, one as well as 
another; make Confcience of 41! Sorts of Vir- 
tues, as Octafion offers; and carry their Re- 
ligion about chem, not only at Church, but 
in their . Cloſets; and ther Families, and 
wherever they go. Who are not conformed 
tb this d, (as St. Paul expreſſes it, Row: 


* ©3008 ner OE” to the vain Cu- 


ſtoms 


Woeld b and the Generality thus behaving 


9 


— 


will generally hate and perſecute theſe. true 


NDS „ 
ſtoms and falſe Maxims of it; but à ſober 
and a ſerious Life, employed in preparing 
for a better World to come, and avoiding 
with great Care the Occaſions of, and Tem- 
ptations to every Sin; tho? for this they de- 
ny themſelves of many Pleaſures and En- 
joyments, Preferments and worldly Advan - 
tages, which the Generality of thoſe about 


them ſet their Hearts upon, and place their 


Happineſs in. Nor yet fitting down con- 


tent with a private and anactive Piety, Re- 


gardleſs of what does not immediately con- 
cern themſelves: But zealous for God's Ho- 
nour in the World, for the Credit of Religion, 
and the reforming of Mankind ; with Prudence 
and Courage reproving Vice and Profaneneſs; 
and joining in with the Vigour of good Laws 
to 42 thoſe whom gentler Admonitions 
and friendly Reprooſs have not reclaimed. 
No wonder that ſuch Men ſhould be ſaid 
not to be of the World, even while they live 
in it: The World and they are of Tempers 
as diſtant as Heaven and Earth. And they 
are ſaid to be choſen out of the World, be- 
cauſe the infinite Mercy and Grace of God 
has ſanctified and diſtinguiſhed them, by the 


- Spirit of Holineſs, from the ſenſual, thought- 


leſs, vain, and vicious Generality of Mankind,” 
and adopted them in Chrift Jeſus Heirs of 
everlaſting Glory. 


Nou the Text aſſures us, that the World | 


Di- 


- "Os 
Diſciples of -Chriſt, cho are not of their 


Complexion: And this I have ſhewn is fil! - 


to be expef#ed in ſuch Degree as the Cir- 
cumſtances of things will bear, as well as 
ancientlyir was found fo. T will now ſhew, 


I. That it „ fo i» F4a#, that the World 
does ſtill hate good Mn. 
II. The Reaſon'why good Men are ſo hated 
d by the World. 2 „ 8 4 
III. The Comforts which good Men have, 
however, under this popular Hatred. 
IV. The Dary of good Men under ſuch 
Qircumſtan ce. 


I. Firſt, That it is ſo in Fact; that the World 
(as before deſcribed) does til! hate the truly 
good, religious, and zealous Chriſtian: That 
this was not the Caſe only of the primitive 
Times; but that as then,” He that was born af- 
ter the Fleſb, ' perſecuted Him that was born af+ 
ter the Spirit, (as St. Paul ſpeaks of Ibmael 
and Iſaac, in Compariſon with the Times 
himſelf lived in,) even ſo it is now, Gal. iv. 29. 
Look but a little into the World, (nay, too 
many of you, I fear, need but look into their 
own Breaſts,) and ſee if it is not true. Is 
there any Man amongſt you, that is ſerious 
in his Converſation ; makes Conſcience ſtrict- 
ly of his Duty to God, as well as to his 
Neighbour; deſpiſes the vain Pleaſures of the 
World, and neither values the Flatteries, nor 
B 2 fears 


I 
fears the Frowns of it, hut goes an in 4 
ſteady Cgurſe of Piety and: Virtue 3 ls ze 
laus for the Honour of Gad; reproves ar 
puniſhes Vice; and ſets his Heart upon a 
Lite, to come Is there an ſuch, I fay, as 
mongſt you? What Character do they give 
him? Do they ;hanour. bic for his Virtus? 
Do they Saufen love kim, and reſpect 
him, and ipeak\ well of him? No; there is 
not only a ſecret Hatred, hut an open Con- 
rewpt of him, ſhewa in e many Ways, as 
the different Humours of Men, and Gppor- 
tunities of Malice, can \exprefs it in. is 
odds, if he has not ſome By. Name of Ridi- 
cule fixed upon him, except his Quality and 
Power in the Neigbourhopd ſets him abave 
it. But let him be what he will in Point 
of Rank, he certainly paſſes under the Name 
of à Pregbyterian, tho he neuer cames at a 
Meeting - Houſe, nor ever intends it; tho“ he 
goes conſtantly to Church, behaves himſelf 
deyoutly there, and is an Honour to us by 
Al Prac3icPs - 4 _ us RR 
e. Ihe profane Sort ſeruple not of to 
ridicule him as preciſe and goaly, Ppichets 
for which themſelves haye no ſmall Aver= 
ſion and Contempt; and if they can find 
any thing elſe in him, which their malici- 
ous Wit can make ridicuJous, he muſt ex- 
pett (what even David King of [/xael, could 
not eſcape, it ſeems,) to became 4 Proverb, 4. 


614) 


ö angſt then and t, 10 fle Song of the Prang. 


4 — hwow my 0 S-- 3 
I be Rappens Compam, the FProfane 
are either 4veaſily upon their Guard, looking 
a-ſquint upon him as their Enemy ; or elſe 


—_  fuſultiaph lewd and"boiſterous' in their Con- 


verſatiôn, to affront and tire him out. And 
many others that are not ſcandalous had ra- 
ther be rid of him; he ſome Way or other 
damps their Mireh, they know not how to 
be ſres before him. If he drops any thing 
in Diſcourſe that is ſerious and religious, it is 
either tediout, or a Jeſt to them. But gene- 
rally his Company is avoided as much as 
may be; mo — are ſhy. of him, ex-/ 
cept. where Buſineſs; | Relation, or private 
Intereſt ebliges : And even many that have 
a ſecret Reſpelt for him, are, thro? the Pręeva- 
lence of that popular Odium and Contempt 
he lies under, Aae or aſhamed to be ſeen 
much in his Company. Thus David com- 
plained, 7 was A Reproach among al mine Ene. 
mies, but eſpecially among ft my Neighbours, and 
a Frar to ming Acquaintance; they that did ſee 
me without > up from me, Pſal. xxxi. 11. i 
Every thing a good Man ſays or does, has 
the worſt Conſtruction: put upon it that ill 
Nature can invent. And as the beſt of Men 
have their Failings in ſome kind or other, 
O how carefulh the World enquires into them ! 
How greedily they lay hold of them! How 
gladly they improve them to a Charge of Hy- 

| pocriſie 


(149 
- poeriſie ! But if theſe come not to their Know. 
edge, or ſuffice not to their Malice; they 
_ ſupply with raiſing and ſpreading: Lies and 
Calumnies of him; and are ready to do him 
any Miſchief or Injuſtice they can ſecurely do 
him, in his Goods, Reputation, Eſtate, or 


Dealings with them. How many lime, in- 


conſiderable Miſchiefs have we known them 
ſtoop to, rather than not be miſchievous at af 
to a Man! And thanks to the Pro- 
. vidence of God, and the Protection of hu- 
mane Laws, that greater Injuries are not done 
him: For the ſame Malice attended with 

greater Power, would ſhew its ſelf accor- 
I do not ſay, that every Branch of this ill 
uſage, I have reckoned up, is to be expected, 
or is generally ſuffered, from every of thoſe 
particular Sorts of Men, whom-I deſcribed 
before, under the general Character of the 
World. Tis enough that ſome will ridicale, 
others ſecretly ape the good Man ; others 
ſhew an open Contempt of him; and others 
again, by malicious evil ſpeaking, Lies, and 
Injuries, are miſchievous to him. Nor do I fay,. 
that all this is ſtrictly the Caſe of every good 
Man: For ſometimes, and in ſome Caſes, the 
divine Power over- rules the Paſſans of the 
World, as well as ties their Hands; and 
ſometimes private Obligations, or the Bright- 
neſs of ſome popular Virtues in a good Man, 


may get him ſome Eſteem, and ſecure an 
' outward 


4133 SEE 


|  outward'Civility to him. But it is enough; 
in ſuch Aſſertions as I am upon, if they be 
enerally true: And Experience ſhews, that the 
ill Uſage I have been deſcribing, is that which 
good Men generally meet with from the World. 
et us now conſider, Vc to rt 
II. The Reaſon of this. And we are not 
far to ſeek for it; I have already told you, | 
it is their Goodneff they are hated for. So 
complained the Royal Pſalmiſt, P/al. xxxviii. 
20. They that render Evil for Good are mine 
Adverſaries, becauſe I follow the Thing that is 
Good. The World indeed will fay, that it 
is not their Virtue, Piet), and Teal; but their 
Imprudence, Impertinence, and intemperate Heat, 
that expoſe them to the Reproach and Ill- 
Will of a Neighbourhood : if they would 
keep their Piety to themſelves, and be as cool 
in 1 Zeal, 45 World inc Reli- 
ion, they might live quietly enough and 
wal reſpefted. Well; if F eng th the 
Crime, and if by this they mean any thing 
diſtinct from Religion; why don't they tell the 
imprudent - Chriſtian of it, that he may a- 
mend it? Why do they make Religion its 
ſelf bear the Burden of theſe Imprudences ? 
But in truth, 4 ſerious. Piety and Religion, 
is with them Imprudence and Folly; De 
natural Man receiveth not the Things of the Spi- 
it of God: For they are Fooliſhmef to him, 
1 Cor. ii. 14. All religious Diſcourſe in Com- 
pany, how eaſily or naturally ſoever intro- 
N duced; 


ay 
duced; all reproving of. Vice and Profanene 
how diſcreetly ſoever timed and mana 


* 


is in their Account Inpertinence: = all 
that Zeal, which brings an inſolent, noto- 
rious ein n — 
lutemperate: Becauſe Religion its is Wha 
the World does not ese and as thoſe that 
are vicious hate to be reformed, ſo the Gene- 
rality, even of the ſoberer Sort affect a ſleepy 
Tndifference to the Glory of God, and to the 
Lives and Manners of their Nei bours; 
whether, therefore, the World will own it 
or no, it is ſerious Piet and Teal for. Gon 
that diſguſts them. For thy ſake (ays \Dawid) 
I have bor» Reproach; — The Tal of thine 
Houſe hath eaten me up; and the Reproachts 
of them that reproachea Thee, have fallen upon 
me, Pſal. xlix. 7, 9. Indeed the godly: Lower 
of good and holy Men, are a ſtanding Af- 
front, a publick, continued, practical Re- 
proof to the diſſolute Manners of the Vici- 
ous, tho? it could be ſuppoſed they did no 
other Way attempt to reform them. Thoſe 
that wall in La civiouſneſs, Laſts, Exceſs of 
Wine, Revellings, Banquettings, &c. think jt 
ſtrange that their preciſe Neighbour runs not 
with them to the ſame Exceſ of Riot; and 
therefore ſpeak Evil of him, 1 Pet. iv. 4. 
And St. John, ſpeaking of Cain, who flew 
his Brother, puts the Queſtion, . Wherefore 
ew be him? and reſolves it, Becauſe his 
own Works were evil, and his Brother's righteous 4 
bor | was 


\, 


© nn if his Diſciples. would be hated by the 


and- then 7 - OZ Morve] not, 
ae, 17 the World hate TOU, 1 Joh. in, 
12, 1 nd laſtly, our Saviour himſelf, in 

the Reaſon 


= 


Text, expreſly gives it 


World, (vor that they would be . 
and impertinem Reformers; but) becapſe he 
had choſen them out of the Warl 0 de true 
a! les and Followers of him. | 
ter this melancholy Proſpett, it is tims 

to prong | 

III. What Comf ort good Men may ave 
nader this , 172 of the World r rs 
5 And here our Text ſupplies us 
wit 

10 The Example of Chrif eſue, —_ 
Ld: and 1 who was 1205 by th 
World before them. I the Warld' hate ou 
(fays he). Je know that 'it bated me Ns 1 
hated jon. The beft of meer Men ate but 
emperfectly Holy, ſubject to many Weakneſ- 
ſes, to many allings: but in Him was no 
Sin, (1 Joh. iii. 5.) and in his whole Con- 
duct we find 5 reateſt Wiſdom and Diſ- 
cretion. So that his Enemies, the World 
that then was, could not pretend to deſpiſe 
or hate him ſor any Failings or Tnipruden« 
cies: But it was his [ri Holineſ they hated, 
the Holineſs both of his Life and Boctrine, 
Joh. vii. 7, Job. iii. 19@They loaded bing 
with odious and Ai Characters. 


Say me not well (ay 9 that thou art 4 Sama- 


» * and, e's Devil? fat. 1 vill. 1 1 The 


. They hid as it were their 


with Mark | xiv. 


(18). 


- 


ould not comply with the eſta- 


12 "Ch m 78 of t 4 Jews, but built 4 


ple, an Worſhip of their 


own, in open Ge pars tion from tem, whi 
rendered the ve * of Samaritan exceed. 


ing odious to the Jews, To call him Sa- 
Þ therefore, oof to call him Schiſmatick 
or Fanatict in our Eng liſh Stile. The Phra 

of having « Devil, implied amon dhe Jews, 
a deep Melancholy, or Phrenſy and Pi- 
ſtraction; and therefore, by that Exp reffion 


uy 1 1 . a Mad. man; Ay, 19 in wi 


457 ps 
by ; he was deſpiſed, and they efteemed him 
not, ver. 3. Sh that biber Prophecy of 
him, Plat xxiĩi. 8 UM T. am 4 Work and nd 
Pe 4 Reproach of Men, and deſpiſed of the 
les Oo they i fee me laugh me th ſeorn. 
5. hey put the worſt Conſtruftion upon 
bie Words and Actions; as appears in many 
Nee 1 * to repeat: 105 
rt1 Y, lee 70 I. 19, are 
7 f. of big dein the 
Temple, and raiſing it in three Days. Lal. 
34. of his free Conyerſation with 'al 
fry of People, For Want ol real Faults 
to 


wy 

to chins c vl I they purſued bim with | 
Lies and Calumnies; repreſented hun ay —- 
a Glytion and a Mines bibber, t. xi. 19. 
2 ſeditious Fellow, dangerous to he's fy 
R ment, e al — Tribu e eo 


Death, ext even 3 Det 178 the Ca * 


be bing rejoiced at, his Calamity, when 
2 in Tortute there, W. 


wed * fu if our Lord had ſuch ill = 5 
from the World, and for the ſame R 
| = that his Diſciples ſuffer it 1110 well 
may good Men not only espect, but reſt 
tontented with it: For the Servant it not _ 
er than his Lord; if they have perſecate: 
(ays Chriſt) the wil uh perſecute you, Joh 
Xv. 20. s therel Fe is the Support 
of a Chriſtian under th : World's Cantem * 
and Hatred, that Chrift bas undergone th 
very ſame before him. The 
. 5. Second Cortfort 47 has, is the Sb 
of 4 good Conſcience, an the Cauſe he ſuf- 
fers for. I do not ay a Conſcience ſo 
clear as to be able to ac * * him before God 3 
for if HE ſhould be to mark In nth, 
who ſhould 2 ? But ſuch as 2 and 
ought to acquit him before Men, and de- 
ſerves their Veneration and Reſpect, or 
however, has left them without 7 
Lau for their Contempt or Hatred: 
he + perceives i 1s reall no Imprudence * 8 
2 


/ 
ä - oat — 
N 9 
4 N 


ir wma St pa 
Reproaches, in Perſecutions, in Diſtreſſes for 
Wi; f 2 4 

goon Cauſe, which will throughly bear them 
out; and therefore may be rather ſaid to 
enjoy their Sufferings, than to labour under 
them. It was this that ſapported the grea 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles, whom I named juſt 


(3s) © 


ee end 7 FL | » R 
Impertinence of his that has expoſed him; 


but that it is merely the Diſcharge of his Du# 
o as a Chriſtian, both towards God and 


them, which they deſpiſe; and hate, and per- 


ſecute him for. This is a Comfort beyond 
Expreſſion. to good Men in ſuch Sufferings; 
as is very well known to thoſe that have 
experienc'd it. It not only ſets them above 
regarding all the Ill that Men can do to them, 
* the Reproaches and Contempt of the 
World, and makes them eaß under the 
worſt of Uſage: But gives them a Pleaſwre 
particular Pleaſure, (of the fame kind with 

7 took, 2 Cor. xii. 10.) in 


ſale: They know they fuffer in 4 


now; 2 Cor. i. 12. Our rejoicing is this, the 
Teſtimony of our Conſcience, that in Simplicity 
and godly Sincerity, not with fleſbly Wy 
but by the Grace of God, we have had our 
_ Converſation in the World. 8 


iſdom, 


(30 The Third and 1sf Comfort 1 fhall 


. propoſe to a Chriſtian ſuffering in this 

Caſe, is a Conſequence of the former, The 
. glorious Reward he may expeit hereafter, Re- 
. . Joice, lays St. Peter, in as much as ye are 


_ Partakers of Chriſt's Sufferings ; that when his 


Glory 


(8) 
Glory (bil be add ye mich be Slat te 
with # A Joy. F ye oe ebe, for 4 
Name of Chriſt, happy are ye, 1 Pet. iv. 13, 14. 
for, (as another Apoſtle alſo obſerves) If we 
ſuffer with him, we ſhall be alſo glorified together; 
and, I reckon (ſays he) that the Sufferings of 
this preſent time, are not worthy to be compared 
with the Glory which ſhall be revealed in , 
Rom. viii. 17, 18. There is a particular, a 
ſpecial Reward laid up for thoſe who ſuffer 
r the ſake of Chrift and a good Con- 
ſcience. And that this is not reſerved only for 
ſuch as die for Chriſt, ſuch as the primitive 
Martyrs were: But for thofe alſo, that on 
account of their faithful and pious Obedience 
to the Laws of Chrift, and their Zeal for 
bis Glory, ſuffer lower Degrees of Perſecution, 
Contempt, Hatred, &c. from the World; is 
plain from the Declaration of Chriſt himſelf, 
the righteous Judge, who will diſtribute thoſe 
Rewards. Bleſſed are ye when Men ſhall RE- 
VILE you, and perſecute you, and fhall SAY 
ALL MANNER OF EVIL againſt you falfly 
for my ſake, (or as St. Luke expreſſes it; 
when Men ſhall HATE you, and ſhall SE PA- 
RATE TOU FROM THEIR COMPANY, 
and [hall REPROACH you, and ſhall CAST 
OUT TOUR NAME AS EVIL for the Son 
of Man's Sake :) Rejoice, and be exceeding glad; 
for GREAT is your Reward in Heaven, Matt. 
v. 11, 12: Luk. vi. 22, 23. | 


But 


r 
But leaving this to be improved 


ved in jous 
own Thoughts, (for I muſt * dk 


ſhewn- in ſome | Particulars, 
IV. The Daty of good Men under” ſuch 
Perſecution. and Hatred from the World; 
or. how t ought to behave themſelves 
with Regard to ſuch Circumſtances... And, 
(. They muſt be very careful to give 
10 juſt Occaſion tor ill Uſage; leſt they 
bring a Reproach upon Religion, which is 
due only to themſelves; and a Contempt 
and Hatred upon themſelves, in which Rel; 

gion will nat bear thom out. The Beliaviour 
that becomes a Chriſtian; is to be mild 
and gentle, ſbewing all Meeknefs towards all 
Men, Tit. it, 2. Grave; yet with a Mix- 
ture of innocent Freedom and Chearfalneſs : 
Conducting himſelf by ſuch private Rules, 
and in the Uſe of ſuch Means, as he finds 
tend moſt to his own Improvement in 
Piety and Yirtue; but without Aﬀettation, 
or impoſing thoſe By-Laws upon others, or 
cenſuring ſuch as 0g nat © themſelves 
in the ſame voluntary Way. Reproving 
freely; but Offences that are of ſome Im- 
portance, worthy of Neproof; and doing it 
with due Regard, both as to Time and 
Place, and other Circumſtances, with Ten- 
derne as well as a 15-4 except where 

8 


* 


open and inſolent Proſaneneſs calls for more 
Severity: And puniſhing or bringing to Pu. 
2% niſhment 


uy 


C23) 
niſhment notorious? Offenders; but with 4 
dar Compuſſion, and fuch viſible Marks -of 
Good-Natute, as may ſhew the Deſire bo 


to form not to oke, or mortify; of | 

exp Fa them. © pro ing, he will have 

the Od TY hay harged his Du- 
: And if the 


0 without | 
reptoach, and 


an 

reaſonable e Wend deſpiſe, 
hate him fi, he may place it to the Ar- 
count of Religion, and expect a gracious Re. 
Ward for fach Sufferings from his Lord 
and Maſter, for whom he ſuffers. 

(2.) Whatever Hatred, Contempt, or Pers | 
ſecution, the World purfues them with, on 
this Account, or may be expected from itz 
good Men are not to be ſo far afraid, or 
vel by it, as to abate" am thing of their 
Virtues, recede at all from their uſual and 
ne of Stritnefs, nor de in the leaſt 
aſha f apptating us well as reli- 
gioks, not Trial om the Diſcharge of any 
„how unpopular and diſagreeable ſo- 
ever to the World: But uncoscerned, as 
much as may be, with = il ber they ex- 
pect, or meet with, d in hoe 
Chriſtian Warfare | Intely and bravely; as 
good Soldiers of Chriſt Jeſus: remembring 
that all their Difficulties — Hardſhi ps are 
in this Life, their Triumph in ze Life to 
come. If ye ſuffer for Righteouſneſs ſake, Ha 


are ye; und be not aſtuid of their Terror, nes- 


fher be tre glied: bug SANCTIFT the Lord 


AD! 
. J: 


NT 
| God in your Hearts: i. e. Fear God Diſ⸗ 
pleaſure more than Man's; truſt in the 
Power of God to protect you, his Promiſes 
to reward you, and his Jefice to vindicate 
in due time your Innocence, 1 Pet. iii. 14, 
15. Going on in the even and ſteady Courſe 
of Piety, Goodaeſs, and prudent Zeal for God; 
however the World may ſtorm, or frown 

upon you ſor it. For, to abate in theſe things 
through the flaviſh Fear of Man, is in ſome 
Meaſure to deny Chrift, who requires them 
ky er ay + 008 " ay N 
that thoſe who ſi with him &/ſo- reign 
with him; the — Text en ſub⸗ 
Joins, If we deny him, he will alſo deny us, 2 
Tim. 11. 12. 


3.) The religious Chriſtian muſt bear this 
Hatred and Contempt from the World, 
with Meekneſi toward thoſe who uſe him thus, 
and with Tharkſgiving. to God. He muſt 
not be ſullen, melancholy, and reſenting 
upon ſuch Occaſions ; hut pity the Ignorance 
and Impiety of Mankind; blef them that 
curſe him, do good to them that hate him, ang 
pray far them that Age aſe and perſe- 
cute him, Matt. v. 44. bebaving towards 
them with all imaginable Candour, * 
lity, and Charity, ot returning Evil for 
Evil, or Railing for Railing, 1 Pet. ll. 9 
but  labouring to overcome Evil with Good, 
Rom. xit. 21. And under all theſe Suffer- 


#ngs be muſt glorify God, who by pc 
Hh 5 


2 
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tlag the World to hate him in this Man- 


ner, gives him a comſortable Token that he 
belongs to Him, does him the ſignal Ho- 
nor o mark him for his own, and is but 
preparing, by theſe incidents, the bright- 
er and more illuſtrious Crown of Glory for 


him in Heaven. Thus St, Peter, If any Man 


ſuffer as 4 Chriſtian, let him not b aſhamed, 
but let him glorify God on this Behalf, ' 1 Pet. 
iv. 16. and two or three Verſes before, Re- 
Joice in as much as ye are Partakers of Chriſts 
Safferings. And our Lord himſelf, having 
pronounced them Bleſſed; that thus ſuffer 
for him, adds, Rejoice, and be exceeding glad; 
for great is your Reward in E Bharth. 
V. 12. | NN 

(.) Laſtly, The deſpiſed and hated Chri- 
ſtian muſt fl generouſly continue #9 do all 
tbe pood he can to the World, notwithſtand- 
ing his ill Uſage. Tis likely enough they 
will be ſo ſtupid and ungrateful, not to 
reckon as good the Service he deſires and 
_ endeavours t6 do them, when he reproves, 
. admoniſhes, or inſtructs them; or when he 
| brings to legal Puniſhment ſuch as will not 
by gentler Methods be reclaimed. But as 

theſe Things are in their own Nature really 
conducive , to the publick Good, whether 
they apprehend it or no; He muſt not mind 
their Prejudices, but leave the Grace of God 
to remove them in his qwn due time, and 
muſt proceed chearfully and diligently in his 
J | D Work. 


(( 26: ) 
work: And tho; they will neither hank, 
bim for, nor arne e is Generpſiex; 
muſt ſerve them by h Prayers and 
Example, relieving the Poor, Wi who, 
Sick, egmforting the -Atflifted, and — 
og himself in — the ale 5. of ge enerous and 
4 Charity, hoth to t 97 xa 
ts eputations, and Eſtates: 
hus ging, thus perſevering, in ſpite « 
all ill Uſage and Diſeo n 2 — 
all the Good we can, we. ſhall W: 
our ſelves to be the C 2 Higheſt, 
for he is kind to the engl an the Roh | 
Fs vi. 3& 
Now 70 God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghoſt; Three Perſons, and 
ons eternal God; be all Love and Obedi- 
Am all; Glory and, Doninjon 17 
men. 6 7 11 A 
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